
22nd of mai 1940

Dear Mama

Thanks for your letter from the 22nd of april, we were very pleased.

We are always sitting next to the radio and we are in a deep impression and feeling very sorry about the events in Wurope. We haven’t heard good news for ages now – it seems to get worse every day. We hope and pray that Switzerland won’t be forced to fight. The uncertainty must be awful fur you all.

Sometimes we feel so bad having a good time here in Africa. It’s so quiet here and unbelievable that people over there are fighting like fools. I think Dieter has a huge yearning to be with you in Switzerland now. But it’s only a silent one, he’s not showing it.

But aside from the bad news we are fine. The house looks really nice. There are nice blue curtains in the dining- and the livingroom and there are porcelain vases everywhere; with sunflowers and all other sorts of flowers in stunning colours. The garden is wonderful at the moment and a big joy. We bought a lot of big wooden and black negro-heads and figures, carved by the Mavias. They look very funny. I guess Dieter already told you about our nice and big verandas. We have a nice little place there to have our breakfast, drink tea or just to sit out there; we do so most of the time.

On Saturday we were at Feer’s house and I played jass for the first time. Dieter showed it to me before. We also spent an evening at Z (name missing on the letter) but we don’t see a lot of the other assistants except Jost, they are coming to us to hear radio sometimes. They also have big worries about their relatives in Switzerland. Our radio is a big help, not only because of the news, they also play a lot of music.

I don’t mind having no car. There is such a lot to do in the house now and life became so nice so I’m happy to sit at home. But when we will go to safari in july, going to Arusha, we will have to buy a car therefore.

There was just a boy coming in telling me that the two dogs just caught the cat. I pelt them very hard but they don’t seem to be ashamed. So now from all our animals, there are only our two dogs left. Okota got lost last week and we guess it’s dead by now and we are very sad about that.

We always look forward to hear from you and hope so much that you are fine in these hard days.


Lots of warmest greetings from


Your Iris


12. 06.40

My dear Mama,

Thank you for your letter of the 24th May, we got it last week. It’s nice for us to know that you celebrated our wedding also in Zurich, and that you were with us in your thoughts. I’ll try to send you a few pictures of our wedding and two of our house. Mr. Jost told us he had sent some pictures from here to Switzerland without any problems. Hopefully those ones are going to get to you. 

The main happenings this week were when we bought a car and when we got a really cute little black cat from Kidds. He also sold us the car- because he will go to Kenya in the army and his wife is going to follow him only when she knows exactly where he’s staying. It was a big surprise also for Mr. Kidd himself. He had answered an “appeal” of the Governor for volunteers, and almost the next day he got a telegram he should leave immediately. The car is a big Ford Box Body, looks quite old and dirty, but I’m sure it will drive very well and we are very proud of it. Yesterday, Sunday, Dieter passed almost all day on his back under the car to fix several things. Every once in a while, he came into the house, good humoured but oily from the head to the toes, telling me we had the most beautiful car in Kikwetu.

We’re not less happy about our new little cat. He’s very devoted and makes the most crazy games. I’m very afraid because of our dogs, they are big car hunters and I always look after Felix. The Kidds also gave us a dog, but there hasn’t ever been such a fat, yellow, disgusting dog before. Mrs. Kidds spoiled him too bad and he’s very uneducated.

Last Sunday, we went on a trip with a boat from Lindi Bay to the lighthouse.  Around the lighthouse , there’s a coral reef. There we went for a walk and we saw all these nice couloured coral flowers and fishes. The colourful fishes are fantastic, but there are also horrible seasnakes and sea urchins with long spines. 

On the way home the wind was convenient and we sailed back with flying speed.

Now it’s the cold period. During the day it’s still hot, but in the evening and in the early morning it’s really cold so you need to wear a coat or a sweater. At night you feel cold if you don’t have two woollen blankets – if only it could be like this all the time.

Enough for today and much love, 


Yours, Iris

Dear Mama, 

Who knows on which way this letter is going to get to you, but in some way it will. We were very touched by your last letter, and we think it’s very kind of you that you printed the wedding announces. We couldn’t do that as there isn’t any printing office here. We are very happy and if you’re ever fed up with the endless war you can come and stay with us. Everything is so quiet and friendly here, only the radio brings us the
